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AggieBuy Commodity Codes

What is a commodity code? Why do we use them?

• Commodity Code – is a standardized numerical code used to 
classify products and services.  Each commodity code 
corresponds to a specific type of product, material, and/or 
service. 

• Aggiebuy uses the 8-digit UNSPSC code which stands for 
“United Nations Standard Products and Services Code”.   The 8-
digit is at the commodity level, which is grouped into products & 
services with interchangeable characteristic variations.

• https://www.dgs.ca.gov/PD/Resources/Page-
Content/Procurement-Division-Resources-List-Folder/United-
Nations-Standard-Products-and-Services-Code-UNSPSC

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
UNSPSC code has different levels up to 10 digits, we selected to use the 8 digit because it is the most universal.  

https://www.dgs.ca.gov/PD/Resources/Page-Content/Procurement-Division-Resources-List-Folder/United-Nations-Standard-Products-and-Services-Code-UNSPSC
https://www.dgs.ca.gov/PD/Resources/Page-Content/Procurement-Division-Resources-List-Folder/United-Nations-Standard-Products-and-Services-Code-UNSPSC
https://www.dgs.ca.gov/PD/Resources/Page-Content/Procurement-Division-Resources-List-Folder/United-Nations-Standard-Products-and-Services-Code-UNSPSC
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The UNSPSC code can 
be searched using the 

following website –
https://www.unspsc.org/

Search by Code Number Search by Code Name

https://www.unspsc.org/
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• The commodity code can also be found 
using AggieBuy search options on the 
line-item feature.

• Click the pencil icon on each item
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• You can 
search by 
Code or 
Description
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• Try to be general 
with your searches, 
which gives back 
more options

• Recommend to 
keep a list of the 
most commonly 
used codes
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• When selecting the correct 
Commodity Code, you also 
need to keep in mind each 

code cross references to an 
Object Code.
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What are Object Codes? Why do we use them?

• Object Codes are 4-digit codes used to categorize actual expenses, 
budgeted amounts for expenses, and encumbrances into categories 
that describe the nature of the goods or services purchased.  

• Expense/Object Codes classify the expense on the state or local 
funded accounts.  

• To identify expenditures that are not allowed on a fund type or certain 
range of accounts. Review the Summary of Accounts link below. It 
provides more details of what each account will or will not allow.

• https://disbursement.tamu.edu/purchase/general/funding/summary/in
dex.html

https://disbursement.tamu.edu/purchase/general/funding/summary/index.html
https://disbursement.tamu.edu/purchase/general/funding/summary/index.html
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• Object Code Reference Guide – 
provides a listing of every expenditure 
code and the ranges of accounts that 
allow for that expenditure code.

• https://fmo.tamu.edu/accounts-
payable/purchase-audit/object-code-
searches.html 

https://fmo.tamu.edu/accounts-payable/purchase-audit/object-code-searches.html
https://fmo.tamu.edu/accounts-payable/purchase-audit/object-code-searches.html
https://fmo.tamu.edu/accounts-payable/purchase-audit/object-code-searches.html
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Object Code Searches

• The following provide additional information for determining the best 
object code to use for each purchase.

• Reference Guide to 100 Most Used Object Codes -
https://fmo.tamu.edu/accounts-payable/_media/top-100.pdf 

• Object Code Reference Guide – Excel sheet that you can search

• Object Code Search – https://apps1.system.tamus.edu/ObjCodes/

https://fmo.tamu.edu/accounts-payable/_media/top-100.pdf
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• Reminder – Object codes also determine if 
the item should be inventoried.  Code 5752 is 
non-inventoriable and Code 8424 – is 
inventoriable – 
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• The Texas A&M University System Asset Management Manual sets forth 
the policies for management of real, personal tangible and intangible property 
within The Texas A&M University System and prescribes the duties and 
functions of selected key personnel. 
https://assets.system.tamus.edu/files/budgets-
acct/pdf/Asset_Mgmt_Manual.pdf 

• This manual must be used in conjunction with the State Property 
Accounting Process User’s Guide; also referred to as the SPA Process 
User’s Guide. https://fmx.cpa.texas.gov/fmx/spa/ 

• Additional resources can be found on the following TAMUS site –
https://www.tamus.edu/business/budgets-and-accounting/accounting/fixed-
assets/ 

https://assets.system.tamus.edu/files/budgets-acct/pdf/Asset_Mgmt_Manual.pdf
https://assets.system.tamus.edu/files/budgets-acct/pdf/Asset_Mgmt_Manual.pdf
https://fmx.cpa.texas.gov/fmx/spa/
https://www.tamus.edu/business/budgets-and-accounting/accounting/fixed-assets/
https://www.tamus.edu/business/budgets-and-accounting/accounting/fixed-assets/
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• Property Types – Real and Personal
• Real Property

• Defined as any interest in land, together with 
structures, fixtures and improvements of any type. 
Includes land and land improvements, buildings and 
building improvements. 

• Refer to SPA Process User’s Guide for thresholds
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• Property Type
• Personal Property

• Defined as fixed or movable tangible assets to be used 
for operations, the benefits of which extend beyond one 
year from date of acquisition and rendered into service.

• Personal property does not include consumable items, 
nor does it include real property.  It can be a capital asset, 
a controlled asset or an inventoried asset.

• Capital and controlled items must be inventoried.
• Capitalization is mandatory for all equipment having a 

unit value of $5,000 or more and an estimated useful life 
of more than one year.
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• Personal Property continued - 
– Controlled Asset is defined by the Comptroller’s Office and must 

be inventoried.  A list of the required controlled items can be found 
at State Controlled Assets. 
https://fmx.cpa.texas.gov/fmx/pubs/afrrptreq/cap_assets/?section=
controlled&page=controlled 

– Unit value of $500.00 - $4,999.99
• Examples include – 

– Sound systems/audio equipment
– Cameras
– Televisions/Video players
– Computers
– Data Projectors
– Smart Phones/tables plus other handheld devices
– Laptops

https://fmx.cpa.texas.gov/fmx/pubs/afrrptreq/cap_assets/?section=controlled&page=controlled
https://fmx.cpa.texas.gov/fmx/pubs/afrrptreq/cap_assets/?section=controlled&page=controlled
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• Personal Property continued - 
• All firearms must be controlled regardless of dollar 

amount.
• Inventoried Asset

• Inventory controls over other equipment valued at less 
than $5,000 per unit may be required if the agency head 
deems such controls necessary.

• These items are not required by the State of Texas 
Controller, but by the agency.

• Examples – printers, control cash registers, etc.
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Reminders –
• The commodity code’s purpose is to describe the product 

you are purchasing.
• If you are purchasing an office of furniture, code all the 

items office furniture, even the installation cost.  The 
installation code needs to be included in the total dollar 
value of the asset

• Is my unit price over $5,000?  Is it a Controlled Asset or 
Inventoried Asset?  Make sure you select the commodity 
code that provides the option for an inventory number



Questions!

Submit all topics for next months training to – 
P-winkler@tamu.edu 

Subject Line – TAMUSA Training Topics 

mailto:P-winkler@tamu.edu
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